
Interim Guidance for Documenting Helicopter
GPS Approaches on FAA Forms 8260-5/7

For documentation purposes, consider COPTER GPS approaches to be
grouped into three categories.

Approach to a runway.  A COPTER GPS RWY XX approach procedure,
not associated with a heliport.

Approach to a heliport.  COPTER GPS XXX approach procedures that
are either straight-in to a heliport, or constructed using
point-in-space (PinS) criteria and noted “PROCEED VISUALLY…;”
i.e., visual segment evaluated from MAP to helipoint.

Approach to a PinS.  COPTER GPS XXX approach procedures
constructed using PinS criteria and noted “PROCEED VFR…;” i.e.,
visual segment evaluated only at the MAP.

RESTRICTIONS ON FORM USE

Document ONE destination airport or heliport on the dash 5/7
forms for approaches to a runway and approaches to a heliport.
PinS approach procedures may serve more than one destination.

MINIMUMS BLOCK

HAT/HAL/HAS

For approaches to runways:  HAT.  Under “HAT,” enter the
difference between the MDA and TDZE.

For approaches to heliports:  HAL.  White-out “HAT” and enter
“HAL.”  Enter the difference between the MDA and helipoint
elevation.

For approaches to a PinS:  HAS.  White-out “HAT” and enter
“HAS.”  Enter the difference between the MDA and surface
elevation associated with the MAP.

ADDITIONAL FLIGHT DATA BLOCK

For approaches to heliports that are noted “PROCEED VISUALLY…,”
enter the words “HELIPOINT BRG/DIST:” followed by the course
from the MAP to the helipoint in hundredths of a degree, and
distance from the MAP to the helipoint in hundredths of a mile.

HELIPOINT BRG/DIST:  078.23/0.65

For approaches to a PinS, list available landing area names,
landing area elevations, the courses in hundredths of a degree,



and distances in hundredths of a mile from the MAP.  If a name
is not documented for the heliport, establish a five-character
fix identifier for the helipoint, and substitute the identifier
for heliport name.

Chevron Heliport, 10, 090.02/2.81
Phi Heliport, 20, 087.11/2.32
REBON, 26, 129.08/14.92.

LOWER BLOCKS

Airport - Elevation/TDZE

For approaches to runways:  Enter the official airport name as
stated on the FAA Form 5010-1.  Enter the airport and touchdown
zone elevation as appropriate.

For approaches to heliports:  Enter the official heliport name
as listed on the FAA Form 5010-1 or 7480-1.  If a name is not
documented for the heliport, establish a five-character fix
identifier for the helipoint, and substitute the identifier for
heliport name.  White-out “Elevation” and “TDZE,” and enter
“Helipoint Elevation.”  Then enter the elevation of the
helipoint to which the approach is being conducted.

For approaches to a PinS:  Enter the MAP waypoint name for
airport name.  White-out “Elevation” and “TDZE,” and enter
“Surface Elevation.”  Then enter the highest terrain/surface
elevation within a 5,200-foot radius of the MAP.


